
​//The title borrows a line of code to set the 'not listening' condition. The​​!​​represents a​

​logical negative, while​​gListening​​is a playful pun​​on 'glistening' and 'listening.'​

​if (!gListening) {​

​Starting from the proposition that words function as spells in​

​commanding the structure in which we live with each other,​​if​

​(!gListening) {​ ​attempts to softly disrupt speech.​

​Things I have been thinking of (and looking up on the internet),​

​which influenced the outcome of​​if (!gListening) {​​,​​includes expensive​

​customised earplugs that sold for almost £200 a pair, the 3 Wise​

​Monkeys (see no evil, hear no evil, speak no evil), and the null​

​determinator when coding in C.​

​Material wise, the main installation in the space inherits the​

​frame that belongs to the space and uses recycled sheer curtain​

​from older works, an ESP32 board, and other trinkets. It functions​

​between a window and a ghost in recording the sound in the space​

​as random snippets and murmuring it back at random intervals.​

​Visitors will be given warmed wax to make an impression of their​

​inner ear canal. The impressions will be labeled and displayed on​

​a shelf until the casting workshop on Thursday, 14th May 2026,​

​where heat-resistant silicone moulds will be made from them. The​

​completed moulds will then be taken to the artist's studio in​

​London for pewter casting. Heavy metal earplugs to come…​
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​Through collecting, casting, and microcontroller boards​
​programming, Yifan He (they/them) makes installations and​
​performances that challenge assumed structures of embodiment,​
​belonging, and intimacy. Graduated from the Slade School of Fine​
​Art, they received the City of London x Set Studiomakers Prize and​
​were an artist in residence at UCL East. They exhibited in the UK​
​and internationally, including at Enclave Projects (London),​
​Backlit Gallery (Nottingham), Cone Shape Top (Oakland, CA), and​
​Tomorrow Maybe Gallery (Hong Kong). They have been commissioned by​
​EU Digital Futures, Toolkits for Counterparts, and CTM Festival​
​2021.​


